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transmitted to Congress his summary 
of the special counsel’s principal con-
clusions from his investigation into 
Russia’s efforts to interfere in the 2016 
election. 

The result of that investigation is 
being hailed as good news for the Presi-
dent, and it certainly is that. But, real-
ly, it is good news for our entire coun-
try. It is good news that our law en-
forcement professionals know much 
more about Russia’s malevolent at-
tempts to interfere in American elec-
tions, and it is good news that we can 
conclusively set aside the notion that 
the President and his team had some-
how participated in those attacks on 
our democracy. 

According to the Attorney General, 
the special counsel’s indepth investiga-
tion ‘‘did not find that the Trump cam-
paign or anyone associated with it con-
spired or coordinated with Russia in its 
efforts to influence the 2016 U.S. presi-
dential election.’’ That really says it 
all. 

Further, Attorney General Barr and 
Deputy Attorney General Rosenstein 
concluded the investigation did not— 
did not—establish that the President 
engaged in obstruction of justice. 

So after 2 years, thousands of sub-
poenas, hundreds of search warrants, 
hundreds of witnesses, millions of tax-
payer dollars, these are the findings: no 
collusion, no conspiracy, no obstruc-
tion. 

What the investigation did produce, 
it seems, is a deep examination of Rus-
sia’s efforts to interfere in the 2016 
election. The Attorney General reports 
that Russia carried out online 
disinformation campaigns and com-
puter hacking efforts designed to sow 
discord in our Nation and interfere in 
American politics. 

It is deeply disturbing that the 
Obama administration was apparently 
insufficiently prepared to anticipate 
and counter these Russian threats. It 
was hardly a secret prior to November 
2016 that Putin’s Russia was not, and is 
not, our friend. Yet, for years, the pre-
vious administration ignored, excused, 
and failed to confront Putin’s malign 
activities both at home and abroad. 

I am glad the special counsel’s report 
will contribute new insight and new 
understanding to our awareness of Rus-
sian activities. I look forward to the 
release of more information in the 
coming days, as the Attorney General 
has said he intends to do, in consulta-
tion with Special Counsel Mueller. 

I look forward, as well, to the con-
tinuing parallel work of our Senate 
colleagues on the Select Committee on 
Intelligence to study the threats that 
foreign interference pose to our insti-
tutions. 

As I said, in any sane political mo-
ment, all of this would be very wel-
come news to all Americans—in a nor-
mal time. But we know that, amaz-
ingly, the reaction in some corners of 
the far left has seemed not to be cele-
bration but, rather, disappointment. 

Huge components of the Democratic 
Party and their media allies have spent 

literally years spinning intricate theo-
ries about this Presidency and trying 
to sell the American people on their 
wild claims. It is as if many of our 
Democratic colleagues are still just un-
able to process the simple fact that, 
yes, the American people elected this 
Republican President over his Demo-
cratic opponent. 

We are faced with new evidence every 
day that our Republican policies are 
delivering exactly the change that 
middle-class families voted for back in 
2016. Yet, even still, many on the left 
remain convinced that only conspiracy 
and corruption could possibly explain 
why they might actually lose an elec-
tion. 

Well, here in the real world, the 
American people hired this President 
to clean up the mess of the preceding 8 
years. That is exactly what we set 
about doing, and the results are clear. 
The Nation is clearly better off than it 
was 2 years ago. 

I sincerely hope that now, at last, our 
friends on the left will be able to put 
aside their fixation on permanently re-
litigating their loss in 2016 and actu-
ally join in the productive work that 
the rest of us have been proudly en-
gaged in for the past 2 years and count-
ing. 

Unfortunately, the events over the 
last few months have not exactly indi-
cated that productive, practical co-
operation is what our Democratic col-
leagues have in mind. To the contrary, 
the Nation has watched as the Demo-
cratic Party has engaged in a collec-
tive headlong sprint—a headlong 
sprint—toward the left, as far to the 
left as possible, as fast as possible. 

They have proposed a massive rewrit-
ing of the rules of American politics. 
They have proposed scrapping Medi-
care, slapping its name on a brandnew, 
one-size-fits-all government insurance 
plan, and then making American fami-
lies’ existing private insurance policies 
illegal. And, of course, they have pro-
posed what the Senate will be voting 
on later this week—the famous Green 
New Deal. 

My colleagues and I will have plenty 
more to say on this subject in the com-
ing days. Today, I just want to say that 
I could not be more glad that the 
American people will have the oppor-
tunity to learn precisely where each 
one of their Senators stands on this 
radical, top-down, and socialist 
makeover of the entire U.S. economy. 

Middle-class families will get to see 
if their Senators have been wooed by 
the disjointed contents of leftish day-
dreams. 

Hard-working Americans in Ken-
tucky and around the country who are 
employed in the energy and manufac-
turing industries will get to see if their 
Senators support eliminating all fossil 
fuels and suffocating their livelihoods. 

Homeowners who take pride in their 
hard-earned investment will get to see 
if their Senators are in favor of forc-
ible, DC-directed remodeling of every 
building in America. 

Working-class Americans who have 
benefited from our growing economy 
and historic job market will learn 
whether their Senators support turning 
away from free enterprise and imple-
menting a new government-driven em-
ployment system. 

Families who have to budget for 
household expenses will see which Sen-
ators vote to increase their electricity 
bills by what one analysis pegs at—lis-
ten to this—$300 a month. 

Of course, every American taxpayer 
will get to learn whether their Senator 
supports saddling our Nation with the 
astronomical cost of this socialist fan-
tasy—tens and tens of trillions of dol-
lars—a tax burden that would be cer-
tain to hurt not just wealthy Ameri-
cans but the middle class as well. 

On all of these questions, on this 
whole Democratic effort to rebrand all 
the failed ideas of 20th-century social-
ism with a little green paint, every 
Member of this body will have the op-
portunity to cast a clear vote this very 
week. The American people deserve to 
know which Senators can reject this 
crippling proposal right away and 
which Senators find themselves unable 
to do that. That is exactly what they 
will learn later this week. 

NOMINATION OF BRIDGET S. BADE 
Madam President, later today, the 

Senate will vote to advance the nomi-
nation of yet another of President 
Trump’s qualified choices to the Fed-
eral bench. 

Bridget Bade of Arizona has been 
tapped to serve on the Ninth Circuit 
Court of Appeals. She brings with her 
well-rounded experience as a legal pro-
fessional. She is a two-time graduate of 
Arizona State University and has 
served with distinction at the Depart-
ment of Justice, the Office of the U.S. 
Attorney for the District of Arizona, as 
a special counsel in private practice, 
and most recently as a magistrate 
judge. 

Our colleagues on the Judiciary Com-
mittee saw fit to forward Ms. Bade’s 
nomination with bipartisan support, 
and I hope all Senators will join me in 
voting to advance it later today. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

Democratic leader is recognized. 
TRIBUTE TO TOM UDALL 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, 
first, all of us heard the sad news 
today—nice for him but sad for us— 
that TOM UDALL will not seek reelec-
tion. 

He is one of the most principled, 
hardest working Senators we have. He 
is bright, he is dedicated, and he has 
such integrity, which runs in the Udall 
family. When he gets up to speak, 
every Senator, Democratic and Repub-
lican, always knows how well thought 
out his remarks will be and how sin-
cere they are. He is not doing this for 
some angle or political purpose. He is 
just the kind of person the Founding 
Fathers wanted to serve in the U.S. 
Senate. 
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TOM’s leadership on reforming the 

campaign finance system, on pro-
tecting the environment, on advo-
cating on behalf of Native American 
communities, shepherding legislation 
to protect America from harmful 
chemicals, and so much more, has been 
invaluable. 

We will all be saying more about TOM 
in a little while. We will miss him. He 
has been a wonderful Senator, a great 
friend, and a wonderful member of this 
caucus. 

CLIMATE CHANGE 
Madam President, I am going to 

speak briefly on the matter of climate 
change, and then I will address matters 
relating to the special counsel’s inves-
tigation. 

During the last month, this Chamber 
has been the forum for debate on a 
topic I never thought I would see Re-
publicans raise on their own—climate 
change. They have long been the party 
of climate change denial, with Presi-
dent Trump as the climate change de-
nier-in-chief. It is an awfully difficult 
position to defend. It becomes more 
difficult every week and every month, 
and it is directly at odds with strong 
consensus views of scientists in the 
United States and around the globe. 

As our weather changes and as we 
face disasters, the average American is 
saying more and more: Uh-oh. Climate 
change. I wonder what the people in 
Nebraska and Iowa think. They have 
had these huge floods that have been so 
devastating to them. 

It is long past time for Republicans 
to take these issues seriously. This 
Chamber is supposed to debate the 
most serious issues of our day. Climate 
change is at the top of the list and 
shouldn’t be an exception. That is why 
for a month all 47 Democrats have 
asked our Republican colleagues three 
simple questions, which none of them 
will answer. They are going to have to 
answer them sooner or later. One, do 
you agree that climate change is real? 
Two, do you agree that it is caused by 
human action? Three, do you believe 
that Congress should take immediate 
action to combat its effects? 

We are not prescribing one part or 
another; we are saying, let’s debate it. 
Let’s not have a sham vote that is 
meant to embarrass one person or an-
other. This is too serious of an issue for 
that. Republicans owe the American 
people some real answers, not games. 

As I mentioned, just over the last 
week in the plains of Iowa, we saw the 
devastating effects of climate change 
with devastating clarity. The kind of 
weather we saw in the Iowa plains has 
no precedent. It was the equivalent of a 
category 2 hurricane lambasting the 
heart of the Midwest. Our hearts are 
with the people whose homes were de-
stroyed or damaged, whose farms were 
decimated, and the animals that were 
lost. 

The science is clear: A changing cli-
mate and warmer air make these freak-
ish weather incidents more likely and 
more intense. 

Republicans may want to keep their 
heads in the sand. I think that is a 
loser for them, especially among 
younger and younger voters. Like on so 
many other issues, Republicans are 
clinging to the past and not looking at 
what has happened, but Republicans do 
so at their own peril. With each passing 
year, their climate change denial is in-
creasingly out of step with the Amer-
ican people. A majority of Americans— 
two-thirds, including a large percent-
age of Republicans—believe climate 
change is real and believe human ac-
tion has accelerated its pace. They 
know it for a very simple reason—they 
can see it themselves. 

On the South Shore of Long Island, 
all of a sudden after Sandy, very Re-
publican areas understood the need to 
address climate change. That is hap-
pening all over the country. The Amer-
ican people see the effects of climate 
change every time a fire devastates 
California, another hurricane strikes 
the Gulf States, or Biblical flooding 
strikes some part of the country or an-
other. They see them personally, not 
theoretically. That is what is hap-
pening. Indeed, scientists in the United 
States and Canada now say that the 
evidence for climate change has 
reached a ‘‘gold standard’’ of certainty. 

What have Republicans done about 
it? Rather than take these warnings se-
riously, they choose to play games 
with our planet’s future. Rather than 
get serious about the world our chil-
dren will inherent, Leader MCCONNELL 
has elected to push a sham vote on 
their version of the Green New Deal. 
They will play that game right before 
voting on funding for natural disaster 
relief. Let there be no doubt—these dis-
asters are magnified precisely because 
of climate change. I cannot fathom the 
level of cognitive dissonance required 
to schedule these two votes one right 
after the other. 

No one is fooled by the Republican 
attempts to posture and politicize cli-
mate change. If they really want to de-
bate the issue, let’s debate it. Let’s 
bring different views to the floor. Let’s 
see how people vote. Let’s not put 
something on the floor for the first 
time—a serious proposal on climate 
change, which the leader has never be-
fore put on the floor. Let’s debate them 
all. We are not getting that to happen. 
Oh no. It is just a game—politics, poli-
tics, politics—that the American peo-
ple, on this issue and so many others, 
dislike. 

Let Republicans come at us with all 
they have. The facts are on the people 
who understand that climate change is 
real. It is no wonder our Republicans 
colleagues don’t want a real debate but 
a game. But the American people are 
not going to be fooled by the Repub-
licans’ stunt vote. 

Democrats are prepared to take bold 
action to address the climate crisis 
head-on. That is why we are pushing 
for the creation of a bipartisan com-
mittee on climate change so we can ex-
amine this issue with the level of ur-

gency and depth it deserves. I urge my 
colleagues on the other side who know 
the truth to speak out and join us as 
we try to put a halt to the greatest 
threat of our time. 
UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—H. CON. RES. 24 

Madam President, now on another 
matter, last night, Attorney General 
Barr delivered a brief letter to Con-
gress that included his summary of 
Special Counsel Mueller’s investiga-
tion. We have all seen the Attorney 
General’s letter, but none of us—nei-
ther the Congress nor the public—have 
seen the report itself. The Justice De-
partment has declined to even say how 
many pages the report includes, as if 
that were some sort of State secret. 

After all, let’s not forget why we are 
here in the first place. Two years ago, 
a hostile power attacked our democ-
racy. As Mr. Barr’s letter says, Russian 
actors, with the backing of Mr. Putin, 
waged a sophisticated and malicious 
campaign of disinformation and false-
hood in order to influence the outcome 
of our elections. That has never hap-
pened before. 

The American people deserve to see 
the documentation. What did they do? 
Whom did they approach? What hap-
pened? To sweep an issue like this 
under the rug, when the security of our 
wellspring elections—fair and not 
interfered with by foreign power—is at 
stake? 

It is overwhelmingly self-evident in 
the public interest for the Mueller re-
port to be released to the people. The 
American people simply want the 
truth. Each American, if he or she 
chooses, could read the report for 
themselves and draw their own conclu-
sions. Whether or not you are a sup-
porter of President Trump, whatever 
you feel, there is no good reason not to 
make the report public. 

On March 14, just prior to the recess, 
the House of Representatives surprised 
a lot of our Republicans friends here in 
the Senate by passing a resolution call-
ing for the report to be made public. 
Guess what the vote was. It was 420 to 
nothing. Even the most vociferous de-
fenders of President Trump—Mr. MEAD-
OWS and Mr. JORDAN—voted yes. 

When the resolution arrived here in 
the Senate, I asked unanimous consent 
that it be adopted. I thought it would 
be. Regrettably, one Senator objected. 
The Senator from South Carolina—my 
friend, Senator GRAHAM—said he 
wouldn’t agree to the resolution unless 
it was amended to call for a special 
prosecutor to investigate Hillary Clin-
ton. The Senate was unable to pass the 
resolution that passed the House 
unanimously without controversy. 

In fact, President Trump had said, 
even before the report came out and re-
peatedly afterward several times, that 
he supported passage of the House reso-
lution and he supports making it pub-
lic, and so did a good number of my Re-
publican colleagues—a whole bunch 
today. 

So, in a moment, I am going to renew 
my request of March 14 that the Senate 
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